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						writers who lived and wrote in exile in France remained Russian 
					
				

				
					
						thinkers. 
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						we leave foreign exiles out of account, France is in any case 
					
				

				
					
						rich in philosophical writers, both professional philosophers and 
					
				

				
					
						literary figures whose writings can be described as having philo-
					
				

				
					
						sophical significance. Unless however the historian proposes to 
					
				

				
					
						write a complete comprehensive survey, which would amount to 
					
				

				
					
						little more than a list of names or require several tomes, he cannot 
					
				

				
					
						include them all. There are of course philosophers who obviously 
					
				

				
					
						have to be included in any account of French philosophy since the 
					
				

				
					
						revolution. Maine de Biran, Auguste Comte and Henri Bergson 
					
				

				
					
						are examples. 
					
					
						It 
					
					
						is also clear that discussion of a given movement 
					
				

				
					
						of thought entails reference to its leading representatives. What-
					
				

				
					
						ever may be one's estimate of Victor Cousin's merits as a thinker, 
					
				

				
					
						it would be absurd to write about eclecticism in France without 
					
				

				
					
						saying something about its chief representative, especially in 
					
				

				
					
						view of the position which he occupied for a time in the academic 
					
				

				
					
						life of his country. Similarly, an account of neo-criticism involves 
					
				

				
					
						some discussion of Renouvier's thought. Though however there 
					
				

				
					
						is a considerable number of philosophers whom the historian would 
					
				

				
					
						rightly be expected to include, either because of their intrinsic 
					
				

				
					
						interest and their reputation, contemporary or posthumous, or as 
					
				

				
					
						representatives of a given movement of thought, there are plenty 
					
				

				
					
						of others among whom he has to make a selection..And any 
					
				

				
					
						selection is open to criticism on some ground or other. Thus in 
					
				

				
					
						regard to the present volume some readers may be inclined to think 
					
				

				
					
						that space has been allotted to cloudy metaphysicians and 
					
				

				
					
						idealists which might have been more profitably devoted to 
					
				

				
					
						philosophy of education or to aesthetics, or to a more extended 
					
				

				
					
						treatment of social philosophy. Again, 
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						a religious thinker such 
					
				

				
					
						as Teilhard de Chardin is to be given prominence, why is there no 
					
				

				
					
						mention of Simone Weil, a very different sort of writer, it is true, 
					
				

				
					
						but one who has been widely read? Further, in view of the fact 
					
				

				
					
						that the volume includes a treatment not only of nineteenth-
					
				

				
					
						century French political thinkers but also of Sartre's version of 
					
				

				
					
						Marxism, why is nothing said, for example, about Bertrand de 
					
				

				
					
						Jouvenel and Raymond Aron? 
					
				

				
					
						In the cases of some philosophers it may be relevant to point 
					
				

				
					
						out that reputation and influence in their own country may very 
					
				

				
					
						well justify their inclusion, in spite of the fact that in a country 
					
				

				
					
						with a different philosophical tradition they are little known or 
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