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						INTRODUCTION
					
				

			

			
				
					
						What follows is an attempt to understand the universe and our
					
				

				
					
						unique place within it. I have no doubt that in the future the human
					
				

				
					
						psyche will reach its full potential in discovering the reasons for its
					
				

				
					
						existence. Meanwhile we must find solace in speculation based on
					
				

				
					
						what is given, and hope for greater understanding about this elusive
					
				

				
					
						mystery. While science seems to be giving us all the answers about
					
				

				
					
						whom we are and the universe around us, the question of what we
					
				

				
					
						are doing here in the first place remains unanswered. Mind is ever at
					
				

				
					
						the center of human inquiry, yet seems isolated in studies of the
					
				

				
					
						brain, so we must extrapolate to what mind reveals of itself through
					
				

				
					
						the beauty of its own manifestations.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						This treatise takes shape through great ideas that have marked
					
				

				
					
						important milestones in the advance of human thought. Hopefully, it
					
				

				
					
						will yield a common thread pointing to logically consistent views of
					
				

				
					
						reality at work behind its meaning and purpose. Any system
					
				

				
					
						considered metaphysical, that is, any belief system that emphasizes
					
				

				
					
						spirit, soul, mind, divinity, or God, goes back to Platonic philosophy
					
				

				
					
						for its Ideological support. Astrology falls into that category; it is not
					
				

				
					
						an empirical science, nor is it pure mysticism. Astrology operates
					
				

				
					
						essentially as an interface between the mental and physical realms.
					
				

				
					
						Science continues to reveal secrets of the physical world, but
					
				

				
					
						mysticism has always been here, still virtually unknown, yet holding
					
				

				
					
						truths to be discovered within its own domain.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						The system of Plotinus is not often clearly understood by people
					
				

				
					
						with little knowledge of philosophical expositions describing so-
					
				

				
					
						called reality. Even the term Reality is vague and confusing
					
				

				
					
						depending on who is using it for what purpose. For the scientist, a
					
				

				
					
						hypothesis that can be proven, or the deductive logic of
					
				

				
					
						mathematics, best describes reality. For many philosophers, reality
					
				

				
					
						is defined through mental constructs that explain our world of
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