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						‘Roger Reese utilises an impressive range of archives, military publications and personal accounts
					
				

				
					
						to show how persistently peacetime deficiencies, crime, corruption, incompetence, training and
					
				

				
					
						leadership affected battlefield performance from the Civil War to Afghanistan’
					
				

				
					
						John Erickson, University of Edinburgh
					
				

			

			
				
					
						‘Roger Reese’s 
						The Soviet Military Experience 
						is a clear and persuasive narrative of the Red
					
				

				
					
						Army’s history from its founding to its demise. He has made excellent use of recent disclosures
					
				

				
					
						from the Soviet archives to shed new light on all the major periods in the Army’s development.
					
				

				
					
						Professor Reese’s keen instinct as a social historian allows him to capture from the documentary
					
				

				
					
						record what service was like for officers and soldiers during each period, but he also has a welcome
					
				

				
					
						sense of the Army as a political and military institution, and the importance of war for such an
					
				

				
					
						institution. Finally, Reese stresses the distinctive features of the Red Army throughout its history
					
				

				
					
						and compares it to the experiences of other armies; he thereby helps the reader to place the
					
				

				
					
						experience of the Soviet Army in the broader context of Imperial and post-Soviet military life’
					
				

				
					
						Mark von Hagen, Columbia University
					
				

			

			
				
					
						From its revolutionary inception in 1917, to its counter-revolutionary demise in 1991, the Red
					
				

				
					
						Army played a crucial role in all aspects of Soviet life. 
						The Soviet Military Experience 
						is the first
					
				

				
					
						general work to place the Soviet army into its true social, political and international contexts.
					
				

				
					
						    Focusing on the Bolshevik Party’s intention to create an ‘army of a new type’, the army’s aim
					
				

				
					
						was both to defend the people and propagate Marxist ideals to the rest of the world. Lenin
					
				

				
					
						believed that this new people’s army would be a tool for social transformation and cohesion. But
					
				

				
					
						The Soviet Military Experience 
						shows that by the end of the cold war and collapse of the USSR in
					
				

				
					
						1991, Russian society once again saw their army as the elitist and callous organization which its
					
				

				
					
						Bolshevik founders had tried so hard to avoid. This timely account of the Soviet military
					
				

				
					
						experience includes discussion of the:
					
				

			

			
				
					
						origins of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Army
					
				

			

			
				
					
						effects of the Civil War
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Bolshevik regime’s use of the military as a ‘school of socialism’
					
				

			

			
				
					
						effects of collectivization and rapid industrialization of the 1920s and 1930s
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Second World War and its profound repercussions
					
				

			

			
				
					
						ethnic tensions within the army
					
				

			

			
				
					
						effect of Gorbachev’s policies of 
						Glasnost
						 and 
						Perestroika.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						This up-to-date account is organized chronologically and thematically within chapters, and
					
				

				
					
						includes a comprehensive bibliography.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Roger Reese
						 is Associate Professor of History at Texas A & M University, USA.
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