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						Activities  1
					
				

			

			
				
					
						1.1
					
				

			

			
				
					
						What’s the book about?
					
				

				
					
						Look at the picture and discuss these questions. What do you think? 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						1  
						When and where does this story happen?
					
				

				
					
						2  
						What can you tell about the people in the picture? 
					
				

				
					
						3  
						What kind of story will this be?
					
				

			

			
				
					
						1.2
					
				

			

			
				
					
						What happens ﬁrst?
					
				

				
					
						Read the title of Chapter 1 and the words in 
						italics
						 below it. Then look at the 
					
				

				
					
						picture on page 4. What do you think it shows? Check (
						✓
						) the one correct 
					
				

				
					
						statement.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						1  
						 
					
					
						  
					
					
						It shows Huckleberry Finn’s gang.
					
				

				
					
						2  
						 
					
					
						  
					
					
						The boys are dangerous.
					
				

				
					
						3  
						 
					
					
						  
					
					
						They steal from people.
					
				

				
					
						4  
						 
					
					
						  
					
					
						They meet in the house of one of the boys.
					
				

				
					
						5  
						 
					
					
						  
					
					
						Their families know where they are. 
					
				

				
					
						6  
						 
					
					
						  
					
					
						Boys soon leave the gang.  
					
				

			

			
				
					
						iv
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						CHAPTER 
					
					
						1
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Mark Twain wrote that book, and most of it was true. Some things weren’t 
					
				

				
					
						exactly true, but everybody lies sometimes. Maybe not Tom’s Aunt Polly or the 
					
				

				
					
						Widow
						 Douglas, though. They were in that other book. 
					
				

				
					
						The book ended like this. Tom and I found some money in a 
						cave
						 and it 
					
				

				
					
						made us rich. We got $6,000 each—in gold! That’s a lot of money. So we gave it 
					
				

				
					
						to Judge Thatcher to keep it safe. 
					
				

				
					
						The Widow Douglas made me her son. “I’ll teach you to be polite,” she said. 
					
				

				
					
						But I didn’t want to be polite. I didn’t like living in a house all the time. She 
					
				

				
					
						even dressed me in nice clothes, but I really didn’t like them. So one night I put 
					
				

				
					
						on my old clothes and ran away. 
					
				

				
					
						But Tom Sawyer found me. He said, “I’m going to start a gang of robbers. If 
					
				

				
					
						you go live with the Widow again, you can join the gang.” 
					
				

				
					
						So I went back.
					
				

				
					
						When I got home, the Widow cried with happiness. She kissed me and said, 
					
				

				
					
						“My poor lost baby has come home.” I didn’t like that, but she meant it in a nice 
					
				

				
					
						way. 
					
				

				
					
						Then it all started again. I had to sleep in a bed and I had to wear new 
					
				

				
					
						clothes. I even had to be polite at dinner.
					
				

				
					
						One night, I went to my room, feeling really lonely. Then I heard something. 
					
				

				
					
						It sounded like a cat: “Me-yow, me-yow.” I went to the window and looked 
					
				

				
					
						down. It was Tom, waiting for me. 
					
				

				
					
						I climbed out the window to meet him. We went toward the trees in the 
					
				

				
					
						Widow’s backyard. We had to be very quiet. But when we passed the kitchen, I 
					
				

				
					
						fell. The Widow’s old 
						slave
						 Jim heard the noise and said: “Who’s that?” 
					
				

				
					
						He listened carefully, but we didn’t say anything. Then he came out into the 
					
				

				
					
						backyard. He stood very near us. But we were very quiet, so he never saw us. 
					
				

				
					
						Then my foot began to itch, but I couldn’t move—I didn’t want him to hear 
					
				

				
					
						me. The 
						itch
						 moved to my ear. Next, it moved to my back, right between 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						widow 
					
					
						/wdoυ/
					
					
						 (n) a woman whose husband has died
					
				

				
					
						cave
						 
					
					
						/keIv/
					
					
						 (n) a large natural hole in the side of a hill or under the ground
					
				

				
					
						slave
						 
					
					
						/sleIv/
					
					
						 (n) someone who is owned by another person. A 
						slave
						 must work for that person 
					
				

				
					
						without pay.
					
				

				
					
						itch 
					
					
						/tʃ/
					
					
						 (v/n) to have an uncomfortable feeling on your skin so you can’t stop touching it
					
				

			

			
				
					
						1
					
				

			

			
				
					
						The Tom Sawyer Gang
					
				

				
					
						“You can go home now,” Tom told us. “We’ll meet next week.  
					
				

				
					
						Then we can rob somebody and kill some people.”
					
				

				
					
						Y
					
					
						ou don’t know me if you haven’t read 
						The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
						. Mr. 
					
				

			

			[image: 147959533.049.png]
			
			 

			[image: 147959533.050.png]
			
			[image: 147959533.051.png]
			
			[image: 147959533.052.png]
			
			[image: 147959533.053.png]
			
			[image: 147959533.054.png]
			
			[image: 147959533.055.png]
			
			[image: 147959533.056.png]
			
			[image: 147959533.057.png]
			
			[image: 147959533.058.png]
			
			[image: 147959533.059.png]
			
			[image: 147959533.060.png]
			
			[image: 147959533.061.png]
			
			[image: 147959533.062.png]
			
			[image: 147959533.063.png]
			
			[image: 147959533.064.png]
			
			[image: 147959533.065.png]
			
			[image: 147959533.066.png]
			
			[image: 147959533.067.png]
			
			[image: 147959533.068.png]
			
			[image: 147959533.069.png]
			
			[image: 147959533.070.png]
			
			[image: 147959533.071.png]
			
			[image: 147959533.072.png]
			
			[image: 147959533.073.png]
			
		

		
			
				
					
						The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
					
				

			

			
				
					
						my shoulders. This happens a lot. When I have to be quiet, I start to itch in a 
					
				

				
					
						thousand places.
					
				

				
					
						Soon Jim said, “Hey, where are you? Who’s there? I know I heard something. 
					
				

				
					
						I’m going to sit right here until you come out.” 
					
				

				
					
						And he sat down between me and Tom, but still he didn’t see us. He sat 
					
				

				
					
						against a tree and waited. 
					
				

				
					
						My nose began to itch. Then I started to itch on the inside! I itched in eleven 
					
				

				
					
						different places now. But then Jim fell asleep, and all my itches stopped.
					
				

				
					
						Tom came to me very quietly. “Let’s tie Jim to the tree, just for fun,” he said. 
					
				

				
					
						“That’s too dangerous,” I said. 
					
				

				
					
						So then Tom went to Jim really carefully. He didn’t want Jim to wake up. He 
					
				

				
					
						took Jim’s hat and hung it in the tree above his head. Then Tom and I ran as fast 
					
				

				
					
						as we could into the woods. 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						2
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						Chapter 1 – The Tom Sawyer Gang
					
				

			

			
				
					
						The next day, Jim told everybody the story. “
						Ghost
						s put me to sleep,” he 
					
				

				
					
						said. “They picked me up and took me all over the state of Missouri. And then 
					
				

				
					
						they brought me back, and hung my hat in the tree.” 
					
				

				
					
						Later, when he told the story again, “all over the state of Missouri” changed 
					
				

				
					
						to “all over the USA.” The next time, it was “all over the world.” Jim loved to 
					
				

				
					
						tell stories, and people loved to hear them, too. Black people walked for miles to 
					
				

				
					
						hear his story of the ghosts.
					
				

				
					
						When we left Jim, he was still asleep. We ran all the way to town and found 
					
				

				
					
						some other boys. Then we all followed Tom to his secret hiding place. There 
					
				

				
					
						was a small hole in a hill and we climbed through, into a big cave. Tom told 
					
				

				
					
						everybody about his gang of robbers. “We’ll call it Tom Sawyer’s Gang,” he said, 
					
				

				
					
						“and this will be our hiding place.” 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						ghost
						 
					
					
						/oυst/
					
					
						 (n) a dead person who has returned to this world
					
				

			

			
				
					
						3
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						The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
					
				

			

			
				
					
						We all had to sign our names in blood. We also promised not to tell anybody 
					
				

				
					
						about the gang. 
					
				

				
					
						Tom said, “If anybody tells, the gang will kill his family.” 
					
				

				
					
						“Then Huck can’t join because he doesn’t have a family,” somebody said.
					
				

				
					
						“You can kill the Widow. She’s almost my family,” I suggested.
					
				

				
					
						Everybody thought that was a good idea. So I joined the gang. 
					
				

				
					
						Then somebody asked, “What do robbers do?” 
					
				

				
					
						Tom said, “They steal things, of course. And they 
						ransom
						 people.”
					
				

				
					
						“Ransom? What does that mean?”
					
				

				
					
						“I don’t know,” said Tom. “But robbers do it—I read it in a book. So we’ve 
					
				

				
					
						got to do it. We have to bring prisoners to the cave and ransom them. Then we 
					
				

				
					
						kill the men. But we keep the women until they fall in love with us.” 
					
				

				
					
						I said, “Soon we’ll have a cave full of women. There won’t be any room for us 
					
				

				
					
						robbers.” 
					
				

				
					
						But we all agreed to be robbers. 
					
				

				
					
						“You can go home now,” Tom told us. “We’ll meet next week. Then we can 
					
				

				
					
						rob somebody and kill some people.” 
					
				

				
					
						So we all went home.
					
				

				
					
						I climbed in my bedroom window just before the sun came up. My new 
					
				

				
					
						clothes were all dirty but I was very tired. I couldn’t worry about that.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						ransom
						 
					
					
						/rnsəm/
					
					
						 (v) to keep someone prisoner until money is paid
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